August 24, 1984 
?* 0, Box 34071 
Hethesda, Maryland 20817 



Mr* James H. Lesar 
Suite 900 

1000 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Dear Jim: 

Great job! 

1* The most serious problem I have with the entire memo is its over' 
emphasis on the rami ly Jewels aspect of the bill, which I imagine comes from 
the ACLU , and on assassinations. The F0IA is supposed to allow the public to 
examine all aspects of an agency T s operations and, though Reagan issued an 
executive order unleashing the CIA domes t ical.lv , the agency is still supposed 
to operate mostly abroad. Historians , political scientists, journalists, and 
others ought to be interested in its routine foreign operations, as in Angola, 
Cuba, or Indonesia — and your memo should reflect that interest* 

2. Capitulation by whom? I would favor going farther in analyzing the 
ACLU T s various positions on the bill and showing clearly that it does not give 
them by any means all that they said they wanted* Perhaps some of Glaser f s 
statements in The Matron can be cited. 

3, 11 Pub lie interest" should mean "public benefit," but l r ve noticed that 
bureaucrats often manipulate the former to mean a topic in which the public has 
demonstrable interest at the moment. That excludes most things that would 
benefit public knowledge if the public knew about them. And, of course, the 
bureaucrats often take It upon themselves to define what interests the public 
currently* 



4* This section could be strengthened by mentioning the CIA’s standard 
obstructionist tactics: often it will do nothing more than acknowledge receipt 

of a request unless the requester writes several letters; then it puts him off 
with vague promises as in Hoch's case or demands hugely unreasonable fees and 
quibbles endlessly about waivers; then it asks for releases from U*S* citizens 
and resident aliens with their birthdates and Social Security numbers; then it 
processes at about a half-word a minute; then it submits Vaughn s that are meaningless 
boilerplate, forcing any conscientious judge into in camera review; then it asks 
for extension after extension, etc., etc. 






- 2 - 



Have you given choughs to the form in which the memo should be typed to 
accompany the ad hoc committee letter to House members? Perhaps a cover prge 
with the title at the top followed by your name as author and then an alphabetic, 
uncentered, and perhaps two*colurm list of the people who associate themselves 
with the memo? What phrase are you going to use with those who associate themselves? 
For busy readers, should there be subheads to structure the text quickly? 



Cheers ! 







